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FEATURED

Documentary featuring local women premieres at Granada
By Mary Ann Redeker maryann@emporia.com  Mar 12, 2018 Updated 2 hrs ago

Several area women were featured in the debut screening of “Prairie Women: Engaging Women of

the Flint Hills,” Sunday at the Granada Theatre.

Mary Ann Redeker/GazetteDave Kendall takes the stage Sunday at the Granada Theatre before the debut of his production

“Prairie Women: Engaging Women of the Flint Hills.”
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The premiere documentary was presented by Prairie Hollow Productions and the Flint Hills

Discovery Center Foundation. The film features 15 women along with The Skirts and Tallgrass

Express String Band telling their stories of life on the prairie.

“March is Women’s History Month,” said Bruce Snead, president of the Flint Hills Discovery Center

Foundation. “The Flint Hills has a great sampling of women who have made this happen. It’s really

appropriate this debut film is showing this month. No one can tell a story like Dave (Kendall, film

producer and narrator).”

Kendall has produced dozens of documentaries and short stories related to the social and cultural

heritage of the Sunflower State. He retired from his hosting duties on Sunflower Journeys in 2015.

The stories that emerged from the new project provide insight into the various roles these women

play in their local communities as they reflect upon their personal aspirations and experiences. All

express a desire to share their love of the Flint Hills as they engage in various activities to promote,

preserve and celebrate the unique landscape.

“In a way, I think of these people as real ‘wonder women,’” Kendall said. “Not only do they protect

and defend the Flint Hills, they also express a palpable sense of awe and appreciation for this

special place.”

Kendall’s Prairie Hollow Productions also brought the world premiere of a documentary on the

history of the Tallgrass Prairie in 2016.

“I noticed in the process of putting that together, there were a lot of women involved in bringing

that into being,” Kendall said. “That’s where I got the idea to tell some of the stories of the women

living — and who are contributing to life — in the Flint Hills. It’s a good sampling and some very

good stories.”

The program features the stories of Jane Koger, Cathy Hoy, Farrell Hoy Jenab, Gwen Hoy, Josie

Hoy, Annie Wilson, Jill Haukos, Susan Rose, Patty Reece, Tony Meseke, Joyce Thierer, Heather

Brown, Elexa Dawson, Cindy Hoedel, The Skirts and Tallgrass Express String Band.

Koger, owner of the Homestead Ranch in Chase County, was one of the women featured as a

successful rancher.
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“People who don’t know the Tallgrass Prairie are missing out on something special,” Koger said.
“I’ve always known I am where I’m supposed to be and am doing what I’m supposed to be doing. I
started out gung-ho about cattle. The people I met along the way kept drawing me back to the
natural resource, the grass. It spoke to me, and I realized the land and earth are really what it’s all
about.”

Koger said she felt an urge to learn as much as possible about the prairie.

“There isn’t anything sexy about grassland,” she said. “It’s not a mountain, it’s not a stream in the
mountains, it’s not an ocean. I think it’s giving people the opportunity to come out and really
experience the grasslands. I think people need to see this a place. In agriculture, I think we just get
so caught up in what we’re doing that we don’t see how lucky we really are. I have no doubt I’m the
luckiest person in the world.”

The women highlighted in the documentary represent a small sampling of those who go about their
daily lives with a strong commitment to their families and communities, honoring the past as they
look toward the future with a sense of hope and responsibility.

“Many women living in the Flint Hills of Kansas play significant roles in the preservation of the
Tallgrass Prairie,” Kendall said. “In this program, they share their stories about diverse activities in
which they are engaged, ranging from ranching and agri-tourism to music, art and environmental
education activities.”

Kendall’s wife, Laura Mead, conducted the interviews for the film.

“Throughout their narratives, a common theme emerges as they reflect upon the nature of prairie
ecosystems and the satisfaction derived from sharing their particular passions with others,” Kendall
said.

Additional screenings are March 25 at the Wareham Opera House in Manhattan and April 15 at the
Great Plains Theatre in Abilene.

Broadcasts are scheduled for 4 p.m. Wednesday on WIBW and 8 p.m. March 22 on KCPT.

The major underwriters for the documentary are Dianne Shumaker, Trusler Foundation and Lewis H.
Humphreys Charitable Trust.
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Mary Ann Redeker

Learn more about the project at www.prairiehollow.net.


